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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 -5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Flood or Groeneweg in view of Parker (2002/0131847) and Voy et al. 

Flood shows a cassette for dispensing a plurality of adhesive backed binder 
strips, L, on an elongated carrier, B, wound into a roll, 2, wherein the cassette 
comprises a housing, 1 , a mounting mechanism, 4, rotatably mounting the binder strip 
roll, a drive apparatus, 8, for unwinding the binder strip roll to provide an unwound 
portion, a separating apparatus, 25, within the cassette for separating the binder strips 
from the carrier to produce a separated binder strip causing the separated binder strip 
to be at least partially ejected through a binder strip eject opening in the cassette 
housing (See Figs. 1 , 2). 

Groeneweg shows a cassette for dispensing a plurality of adhesive backed 
binder strips, 12, on an elongated carrier, 14, wound into a roll, 32, wherein the cassette 
comprises a housing, 16,. a mounting mechanism, 18, rotatably mounting the binder 
strip roll, a drive apparatus, 86, for unwinding the binder strip roll to provide an unwound 
portion, a separating apparatus, 28, within the cassette for separating the binder strips 
from the carrier to produce a separated binder strip causing the separated binder strip 
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to be at least partially ejected through a binder strip eject opening, 26, in the cassette 
housing (See Fig. 5). 

Flood and Groeneweg each fail to show the claimed adhesive pattern on the 
binder strips. 

Voy et al. teaches the use of leading and trailing ends, 1 17, of an adhesive 
backed binder on an elongated carrier to be adhesive free (Figs. 3, 5; column 10, lines 
3-8, 44-59) so that the binders can be more easily dispensed from the carrier sheet, 
adhesive will not migrate beyond the periphery of the binder which prevents jamming or 
clogging of any portion of the apparatus (column 1 1 , lines 26-45), and prevent jamming 
or fouling of the die cutting assembly which could occur by contact with adhesive. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to leave the leading and trailing end of the binder strip of Flood or Groeneweg 
adhesive free to aid in binder dispensing and to prevent fouling or jamming of cutting or 
dispensing equipment as taught by Voy et al. In addition, Voy et al. teaches that the 
adhesive free zone is to be determined by the operator. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the adhesive 
free zone at the trailing end of the binder strip greater than 20% of the total length of the 
binder strip because Voy et al. shows this to be a result effective variable under 
operator control (column 10, lines 49-59). 

Parker '847 teaches that binder strips for binding a stack of sheets typically 
include a heat activated adhesive layer disposed along the length of the binder strip to 
secure the edges of the sheets to be bound (paragraph 0004). It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add the 
heat activated adhesive of Parker '847 to the invention of the references as combined 
so the binder strips can be used for binding a stack of sheets as taught by Parker '847. 

Regarding claim 2, Flood shows the separating apparatus includes a separating 
member which receives the elongated carrier along a path wherein the input and output 
portions of the path are at an angle so that the binder strips separate from the carrier 
when the carrier changes movement from the input to the output path. 

Regarding claims 3-4, Flood shows the drive apparatus includes a take up roller, 
1 1 , within the housing which receives the elongated carrier after the carrier has passed 
the separating member and wherein a drive connection, 10, 12, to the take up roller can 
be rotatably driven by a drive source external to the cassette housing. 

Regarding claim 5, Flood shows the cassette further includes a guide 
mechanism, 22, 23, to guide the unwound portion from the binder strip roll to the 
separating apparatus along a guide path. 

Regarding claim 2, Groeneweg shows the separating apparatus includes a 
separating member, 76, which receives the elongated carrier along a path wherein the 
input and output portions of the path are at an angle so that the binder strips separate 
from the carrier when the carrier changes movement from the input to the output path. 

Regarding claims 3-4, Groeneweg shows the drive apparatus includes a take up 
roller, 24, within the housing which receives the elongated carrier after the carrier has 
passed the separating member and wherein a drive connection, 25, 90, to the take up 
roller can be rotatably driven by a drive source external to the cassette housing. 
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Regarding claim 5, Groeneweg shows the cassette further includes an elongated 
guide mechanism, 70, 84, to guide the unwound portion from the binder strip roll to the 
separating apparatus along a guide path. 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over either 
Groeneweg or Flood in view of Parker and Voy et al. as applied to claim 5 above and 
further in view of Carolus et al. Carolus et al. shows a guide mechanism comprising 
round bar, 5, between the binder strip roll and the separating apparatus. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
the bar of Carolus et al. as a guide mechanism in the apparatus of either the references 
as combined because Carolus et al. teaches that this design achieves braking of the 
supply reel and tensioning of the unwound portion throughout its path (column 2, lines 
37-45). 

4. Claims 7-8 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over either Groeneweg or Flood in view of Parker and Voy et al. as applied to claim 1 
above and further in view of Aronson. Aronson teaches an opening, 18, in a cassette 
housing through which a binder strip roll can be viewed. Parker '847 teaches that 
optically encoded information on a binder strip can be used to control operation of a 
device (abstract). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to add the opening of Aronson and the optically encoded 
information of Parker '847 to the cassette of the references as combined because 
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Aronson shows the advantages of being able to view a strip from the outside of a 
cassette and Parker '847 teaches that optically encodable information is advantageous 
on an adhesive backed strip for automation. 

Regarding claims 7-8, Aronson further shows an elongated guide which is 
captured between the binder strip roll and the unwound portion (See Fig. 3). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to extend the elongated guide of Groeneweg as shown by Aronson because this 
extension provides control of the unwound portion all the way to its point of departure 
from the binder strip roll. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 9-1 1 and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 21 , 23-27, and 29-34 are allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: None of the prior art, either alone or in combination, suggests a binder strip roll 
comprising both binder strips and a carrier wherein the binder strips are not adhered to 
the carrier. The prior art also fails to suggest an elongate guide member is mounted for 
movement. 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -8 and 1 7-1 8 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark A. Osele whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1235. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Fiorilla can be reached on 571-272-1 187. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
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